Lifesign: Aims and Objectives

The Lifesign project aimed to evaluate the use of networked moving picture and sound material for learning and teaching in the life sciences.
In pursuit of this aim, we set several broad ranging and interrelated objectives:

· Compile a comprehensive collection of video resources relevant to the practical teaching of a range of life science disciplines.  This was assumed to comprise material already in existence and, potentially, new commissions.

· Structure and digitise the catalogue in a format appropriate for networked delivery via Metropolitan Area Networks.

· Index, catalogue and compile the associated metadata for the resources in a format that could be integrated into existing library database systems.

· Develop software that enabled the full integration of multi-media resources in library catalogues and hybrid library systems

· Work with the Managing Agent in order to clear rights for use of all resources identified and develop a licensing framework to facilitate the continued production of related resources from within the HE sector.

· Install the digital collection on two Metropolitan Area Networks (SWMAN and LENS) providing local access for up to 18 HEIs.

· Evaluate the pedagogical effectiveness of streamed moving images within the life sciences and assess the impact upon current curriculum delivery

· Provide guidelines, supporting material and staff development to the Advisory Centre in order to embed the use of networked moving images within the DNER

· Develop the infrastructure necessary in order to sustain the continued development of this initiative beyond the lifespan of the project 

